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The  104th  Congress,  2nd  Session: 

Missed  Opportunities  and  Misplaced  Priorities 


For  I  was  hungry  and  you  gave  me  food;  I  was 
thirsty  and  you  gave  me  drink;  I  was  a  stranger  and 
you  welcomed  me;  I  was  naked  and  you  clothed  me; 

I  was  sick  and  you  visited  me;  1  was  in  prison  and 
you  came  to  me,.,  when  you  did  it  to  the  least  of 
these,  you  did  it  to  me. 

Matthew  25. 


In  these  simple  words,  Jesus  offers  an  invitation  to 
know  God  through  loving  acts  of  kindness  to  our 
brothers  and  sisters  in  need.  The  words  point  to  both 
the  opportunity  we  have  to  seek  the  peaceable  king¬ 
dom  here  and  now,  and  the  priorities  that  might 
guide  our  individual  and  corporate  actions.  These 
words  also  give  us  a  moral  lens  through  which  to 
view  the  decisions  of  the  104th  Congress.  Through 
this  lens,  we  find  a  record  of  missed  opportunities 
and  misplaced  priorities. 

For  the  hungry,  homeless,  and  sick,  the  104th  has  ini¬ 
tiated  sweeping  changes  that  will  likely  bring 
increased  hardship  for  many.  Congress  ignored  its 
opportunity  to  pursue  genuine  welfare  reform,  reform 
that  would  focus  on  reducing  poverty  by  providing 
access  to  opportunities  for  all  people  to  rise  and  meet 
their  fullest  potential.  Instead,  under  the  guise  of 
"reform,"  the  104th  has  sought  to  balance  the  budget 
on  the  backs  of  our  most  vulnerable  citizens,  and  has 
shifted  the  responsibility  for  poverty  from  the  broad¬ 
er  society  to  poverty's  most  innocent  victims — most 
of  whom  are  children,  disabled,  sick,  or  elderly. 


For  the  strangers  in  our  midst — both  legal  and 
undocumented  immigrants — the  104th  has  chosen  to 
deny  access  to  most  public  benefits  and  to  limit  their 
opportunities  to  share  in  the  great  wealth  that  they 
have  helped  to  create.  Especially  hard  hit  will  be 
children  of  undocumented  immigrants  and  elderly 
legal  immigrants  whose  families  or  sponsors  cannot 
or  will  not  support  them. 

For  prisoners,  the  104th  has  decided  to  lock  the  door 
and  throw  away  the  key,  further  stripping  the  human¬ 
ity  from  both  people  in  prison  and  our  system  of  jus¬ 
tice.  It  has  restricted  the  rights  of  people  on  death 
row  (and  all  other  prisoners)  to  challenge  the  consti¬ 
tutionality  of  their  convictions  in  federal  court.  The 
pace  of  executions  will  likely  increase  dramatically, 
including  the  killing  of  people  who  are  innocent. 

In  U.S.  relations  with  the  world,  the  104th  has  chosen 
to  be  well-armed  and  self-serving  rather  than  vision¬ 
ary  and  humanitarian.  Congress  favored  increasing 
military  spending  $11  billion  above  the  President's 
request,  maintaining  a  spending  level  well  beyond 
the  that  of  all  potential  U.S.  adversaries  combined.  At 
the  same  time,  it  has  kept  the  U.S.  in  arrears  in  its 
payments  to  the  UN  and  has  sharply  reduced  fund¬ 
ing  for  international  development  assistance  and 
diplomacy. 

Who  should  bear  the  costs  of  military  spending,  bal¬ 
ancing  the  budget,  and  growing  economic  disparity 
at  home  and  abroad?  The  104th  seems  to  be  saying: 
Let  it  be  "the  least  of  these." 
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Selected  House  Votes 


1.  Cut  nuclear  disarmament  funding.  Solomon  (NY) 
amendment  to  cut  off  U.S.  funding  for 
"Nunn/Lugar"  nuclear  disarmament  program  in 
Russia  and  Belarus  until  several  conditions  are  met. 
Rejected  202-220,  May  15.  FCNL  opposed. 

2.  Freeze  military  spending.  Shays  (CT)  amendment 
to  freeze  defense  spending  at  FY96  level.  Rejected 
194-219,  June  13.  FCNL  for. 

3.  Cut  military  spending.  Schroeder  (CO)  amend¬ 
ment  to  cut  defense  spending  by  $6.5  billion. 
Rejected  148-265,  June  13.  FCNL  for. 

4.  Cut  intelligence  agency  funding.  Amendment  by 
Sanders  (VT)  to  the  Intelligence  Authorization  bill 
that  would  limit  FY97  intelligence  spending  to 
90%  of  the  FY96  spending  level.  Rejected  115-311, 
May  22.  FCNL  for. 

5.  Cut  foreign  military  training  budget.  Obey  (Wl) 
amendment  to  reduce  funding  for  International 
Military  Education  and  Training  Program  by  $3 
million.  Rejected  191-231,  June  5.  FCNL  for. 

6.  More  Cuba  sanctions.  Passage  of  "Helms/Burton" 
bill  to  allow  lawsuits  against  foreign  entities  using 
property  in  Cuba  that  had  been  confiscated  from  a 
U.S.  citizen.  It  would  deny  visas  to  anyone  with  a 
stake  in  such  property.  Adopted  336-86,  March  6. 
FCNL  opposed. 

7.  Cut  foreign  aid.  Burton  (IN)  amendment  to  the 
FY97  Foreign  Operations  Appropriations  bill. 
Amendment  would  reduce  funding  for  the  Agency 
for  International  Development  by  $46.6  million. 
Rejected  184-233,  June  5.  FCNL  opposed. 

8.  Deny  public  education  to  undocumented  immi¬ 
grant  children.  Gallegly  (CA)  amendment  granting 
states  this  option.  Adopted  257-163,  March  20. 
FCNL  opposed. 

9.  Cut  welfare  spending.  Passage  of  welfare  reform 
bill  that  would  reduce  funding  for  welfare 
programs  by  $59  billion  over  seven  years  by 
reducing  food  stamp  allocations  and  ending  the 
federal  entitlement  to  need-based  public  assistance. 
Bill  would  allow  states  to  require  welfare  recipients 
to  work  after  two  years,  limit  benefits  after  five 
years,  and  deny  payments  to  unwed  mothers 
under  the  age  of  18  and  would  deny  most  benefits 
to  undocumented  immigrants.  Adopted  245-178, 
Dec.  21, 1995.  FCNL  opposed. 


10.  Cap  public  housing  rents.  Frank  (MA)  amendment 
to  the  public  housing  overhaul  bill  to  reinstate  the 
federal  cap  on  the  amount  that  a  low-income  family 
can  be  charged  for  rent.  The  cap  would  be  30%  of  a 
family's  adjusted  monthly  income  and  would  apply 
only  to  residents  earning  30%  or  less  of  the  median 
income  and  to  elderly  and  disabled  residents. 
Rejected  196-222,  May  9.  FCNL  for. 

11.  Alternative  budget.  Payne  (NJ)  offered  an  alterna¬ 
tive  budget  resolution  amendment  that  would  bal¬ 
ance  the  federal  budget  by  2002  through  cuts  in 
military  spending  and  reducing  subsidies  for  busi¬ 
nesses.  Poverty  programs  would  be  protected. 
Rejected  63-362,  May  16.  FCNL  for. 

12.  Raise  minimum  wage.  Riggs  (CA)  offered  an 
amendment  to  increase  the  federal  minimum  wage 
by  90  cents  per  hour  over  two  years.  Adopted,  266- 
162,  May  23.  FCNL  for. 

13.  Protect  deathrow  rights.  Watt  (NC)  amendment  to 
"effective  death  penalty  and  counter-terrorism"  bill 
to  remove  restrictions  on  habeas  corpus  petitions 
by  deathrow  inmates  challenging  the  constitution¬ 
ality  of  their  sentences  in  federal  court.  Rejected 
135-283,  March  14.  FCNL  for. 

14.  Repeal  assault  weapons  ban.  Repeal  the  ban  on 
semi-automatic  assault  weapons  and  end  the  prohi¬ 
bition  on  selling  or  manufacturing  such  guns. 
Passed  239-173,  March  22.  FCNL  opposed. 

15.  Protect  rare  habitat.  Dicks  (WA)  amendment  to  the 
FY97  Interior  Appropriations  bill  that  would  permit 
enforcement  of  habitat  protection  on  40,000  acres  of 
private  land  in  California  inhabited  by  the  endan¬ 
gered  marbled  murrelet.  Adopted  257-164,  June  19. 
FCNL  for. 


When  The  Election  Is  Over... 

FCNL  will  continue  to  bring  to  elected  officials 
a  vision  of  a  world  free  of  war,  a  just 
community,  and  an  earth  restored.  However, 
we  need  your  help  to  make  our  annual 
budget.  Please  Support  FCNL  With  Your 
Donations.  Thank  you. 
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Selected  Senate  Votes 


1.  No  nuclear  testing.  Hatfield  (OR)  motion  to  table 
(block)  Kyi  (AZ)  amendment  to  end  U.S.  under¬ 
ground  nuclear  test  moratorium.  Motion  agreed  to 
53-45,  June  26.  FCNL  for  motion  to  table. 

2.  Cut  missile  defense  spending.  Dorgan  (ND) 
amendment  to  cut  funding  for  missile  defense  by 
$300  million.  Rejected  44-53,  June  19.  FCNL  for. 

3.  Cut  military  spending.  Grassley  (lA)  amendment 
to  cut  defense  spending  authority  by  $8.3  billion, 
and  outlays  by  $2.3  billion  in  FY97.  Rejected  42-57, 
May  15.  FCNL  for. 

4.  Keep  military  budget  "firewall."  Domenici  (NM) 
motion  to  table  (block)  Bumpers  (AR)  amendment 
to  remove  the  "firewall"  between  defense  and 
domestic  spending.  Bumpers  amendment  would 
allow  defense  spending  to  be  reduced  and  the 
funds  saved  could  be  used  for  domestic  spending. 
Motion  agreed  to  57-41,  May  23.  FCNL  opposed 
motion  to  table. 

5.  More  Cuba  sanctions.  Passage  of  "Helms/ Burton" 
bill  to  allow  lawsuits  against  foreign  firms  using 
property  in  Cuba  that  had  been  confiscated  from 
U.S.  citizens.  It  would  deny  visas  to  anyone  with  a 
stake  in  such  property.  Adopted  74-22,  March  5. 
FCNL  opposed. 

6.  Stop  code  of  conduct.  Bond  (MO)  motion  to  table 
(block)  the  Hatfield  (OR) /Dorgan  (ND)  amend¬ 
ment  to  establish  a  code  of  conduct  on  arms  trans¬ 
fers  for  countries  that  buy  U.S.  weapons  or  receive 
military  training.  Motion  to  table  agreed  to  65-35, 
July  25.  FCNL  opposed  motion  to  table. 

7.  Political  asylum  rights.  Leahy  (VT)  amendment  to 
strike  from  the  immigration  bill  provisions  that 
would  allow  immigration  officers  to  deny  asylum 
to  refugees  at  the  border  without  due  process. 
Passed  51-49,  May  1.  FCNL  for. 

8.  Preserve  benefits  for  legal  immigrant  children. 
Kennedy  (MA)  amendment  to  the  immigration  bill 
which  would  exempt 
emergency  medical 
assistance,  school  lunch, 
child  nutrition,  childhood 
immunization,  and  other 
child  welfare  programs  from 
provisions  in  which 
eligibility  for  benefits  would 


be  based  on  the  income  of  the  immigrant's  sponsor. 
Rejected  46-53,  April  30.  FCNL  for. 

9.  Less  Medicaid  spending.  Domenici  (NM)  motion  to 

table  (block)  a  Boxer  (CA)  amendment  to  the  FY97 
Budget  Resolution.  Boxer  amendment  would 
increase  Medicaid  spending  by  $18  billion,  to  the 
President's  requested  level.  The  expense  would  be 
offset  by  ending  certain  corporate  tax  preferences. 
Motion  agreed  to  55-45,  May  22.  FCNL  opposed 
motion  to  table. 

10.  Limit  deathrow  rights.  Hatch  (UT)  motion  to  table 
(block)  the  Moynihan  (NY)  motion  to  recommit  the 
"effective  death  penalty  and  counterterrorism"  bill 
to  the  conference  committee  with  instructions  to 
strike  provisions  that  would  limit  the  rights  of 
deathrow  inmates  to  file  habeas  corpus  petitions  in 
federal  court.  Motion  agreed  to  64-35,  April  17. 
FCNL  opposed  motion  to  table. 

11.  Ban  flag  desecration.  Passage  of  a  joint  resolution 
to  propose  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  that 
would  make  it  illegal  to  desecrate  the  U.S.  flag. 
Rejected  63-36  (66  votes  needed),  Dec.  12, 1995. 

FCNL  opposed. 

12.  Campaign  finance  reform.  A  motion  to  invoke  clo¬ 
ture  (end  debate)  on  campaign  finance  reform  bill 
which  would  set  voluntary  limits  on  campaign 
spending,  provide  free  and  reduced  rate  broadcast 
time,  bar  "bundling"  of  contributions,  and  ban 
political  action  committees  and  "soft  money." 
Invoking  cloture  would  bring  the  bill  to  the  floor 
for  a  vote.  Motion  failed  54-46  (60  votes  needed), 
June  25.  FCNL  for  cloture  motion. 

13.  Endangered  species.  Motion  by  Reid  (NV)  to  table 
(block)  amendment  by  Hutchinson  (TX)  to  the  FY96 
Omnibus  Appropriations  bill.  Hutchinson  amend¬ 
ment  would  continue  a  moratorium  on  listing 
endangered  species.  Motion  to  table  was  rejected 
49-51,  March  13.  FCNL  for  motion  to  table. 


KEY 

Y  or  N  or  +  or  -  =  consistent  with  FCNL's  position  on  the  issue, 
y  or  n  or  (+)  or  (-)  =  not  consistent  with  FCNL's  position  on  the  issue. 

(+  and  -  mean  that  the  member  announced  a  position,  but  did  not  actually  vote.) 

P  =  present.  A  blank  space  means  that  the  member  did  not  vote,  was  not  in  office, 
or  could  not  vote. 

Speaker  of  the  House,  Newt  Gingrich,  ordinarily  does  not  vote. 
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THE  FRIENDS  COMMITTEE  ON  NATION¬ 
AL  LEGISLATION  includes  Friends  appointed 
by  26  Friends  Yearly  Meetings  and  by  7  other 
Friends’  organizations  in  the  United  States. 
Expressions  of  views  in  the  FCNL  WASHING¬ 
TON  NEWSLETTER  are  guided  by  the  State¬ 
ment  of  Policy,  prepared  and  approved  by  the 
Committee.  Seeking  to  follow  the  leadings  of  the 
Spirit,  the  FCNL  speaks  for  itself  and  for  like- 
minded  Friends. 

FCNL  WASHINGTON  NEWSLETTER.  11 
issues  per  year.  Contributors  include;  Ned  Stowe. 
Joe  Volk.  Stephanie  Snow,  Richard  Ewell,  Aura 
Kanegis.  Barbara  Ginsburg.  and  Rorence  Kimball. 

Donors  to  FCNL  or  FCNL  Education  Fund 
receive  the  Newsletter  and  other  occasional  mail- 
ings.Also  available  in  microform  from  University 
Microfilms  International,  300  North  Zeeb  Road, 
Dept.  P.R.,  Ann  Arbor,  Ml  41806 

Available  in  large  print  or  tape  recordings. 


1996  Congressional  Voting  Record 

The  Congressional  voting  record  summarized  on  the  enclosed  pages  will  give  you  additional  insight  into  some  of 
the  choices  your  members  of  Congress  made  this  past  year  on  a  range  of  key  issues  of  concern  to  FCNL. 


How  FCNL  Selects  Votes 
for  the  Record 

For  clarity,  we  have  tried  to  select  votes  that: 

•  focused  on  one  issue  or  set  of  issues  so  as  to  clearly 
reflect  some  of  the  underlying  values  at  stake, 

•  were  not  overwhelmingly  governed  by  party-line 
voting,  and 

•  related  to  issues  on  which  FCNL's  Statement  of 
Legislative  Policy  indicates  a  clear  position. 

Many  of  these  votes  concerned  bills  that  were  eventu¬ 
ally  enacted  into  law.  Some  of  the  votes  recorded  here, 
however,  were  cast  on  bills  that  may  still  be  pending  or 
were  never  enacted. 

How  to  Use  This  Voting  Record 

FCNL  urges  you  to  note  your  legislators'  votes  in  this 
issue  and  the  1995  FCNL  Congressional  Voting  Record. 
Together,  these  will  provide  a  broader  perspective  of 
your  legislators'  votes.  Compare  your  legislators' 
records  with  the  FCNL  Statement  of  Legislative  Policy. 
Compare  their  voting  records  with  other  statements 
they  have  made  on  related  issues.  Note  any  issues  on 
which  your  legislators  may  have  said  one  thing  and 
voted  the  opposite  way.  Thank  your  legislators  for 
votes  that  reflect  your  values,  and  raise  your  concerns 
on  votes  that  did  not. 


Please  keep  in  mind  that  this  voting  record  is  not  a 
"rating"  of  members  of  Congress;  it  does  not  tell 
the  whole  story.  A  member's  work  in  committee 
or  leadership  on  an  important  modifying  amend¬ 
ment  may  be  more  significant  to  an  issue  in  the 
long  run  than  the  particular  votes  reflected  here. 


The  Fall  Election  Campaign 

During  the  election  campaign  this  fall,  ask  about  these 
issues  and  your  legislators'  votes  at  local  candidates' 
fora.  Write  about  these  issues  in  letters  to  the  editor  of 
your  local  paper.  Speak  about  them  on  your  local  talk 
radio  programs.  Discuss  your  concerns  with  your 
friends.  Finally,  on  TUESDAY,  NOVEMBER  5,  VOTE. 


FCNL  Annual  Meeting 

"Let  us  try  what  love  can  do... 
to  mend  a  broken  world." 

Setting  FCNL  Priorities  for  the  105th  Congress 

November  7-10, 1996 
College  Park,  Maryland 

For  more  information,  contact 
Kathy  Guthrie  at  FCNL. 
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